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                                                 August 19, 2016 
 
Barbara Mason, PhD  
Director, Pearson Center for Alcoholism and 
Addiction Research 
The Scripps Research Institute 
10550 North Torrey Pines Road 
La Jolla, CA 92037 
 
Dear Dr. Mason: 
 
It is with great pleasure that the Annual Conference Program Committee of the 
American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) has selected you, through a 
nomination and voting process, to be the 2017 recipient of the R. Brinkley 
Smithers Distinguished Scientist Award. The recipient of this award delivers one 
of the keynote lectures at the Opening Plenary Session of the ASAM Annual 
Conference.  

This award is to recognize and honor an individual who has made highly 
meritorious contributions in advancing the scientific understanding of alcoholism, 
its prevention and treatment. In April 2016, Dr. William R. Miller, PhD, was 
awarded and spoke at the ASAM Annual Conference in Baltimore, Maryland. More 
information about the R. Brinkley Smithers Award and other past awardees can be 
found here.    

In accepting this honor, ASAM asks that you present a 20-25-minute lecture for 
this award from the society for your contributions to the field of alcohol, 
motivation and change. The ASAM 48th Annual Conference will be held April 6-9, 
2017 in New Orleans, LA at the Hilton New Orleans Riverside.  Your lecture will 
be during the Opening Plenary Session on Friday, April 7, 2017 from 8:30 – 10:00 
a.m. 

On behalf of the American Society of Addiction Medicine, we hope you will accept 
this honor and serve as one the keynote lecturers in New Orleans, LA. ASAM will 
provide free registration, travel and logistical assistance. Please kindly confirm 
your acceptance of this award by August 26, 2016 to Jennifer Butchart at 
jbutchart@ASAM.org or 301.547.4121. Jennifer will also assist you with 
registration and logistics.  If you accept the award, we would also like to include 
you in potential media events and podcasts during the conference.  Thank you for 
your consideration of this distinguished award.   

Congratulations!  We look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 
Sincerely, 
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